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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


PRIVILEGED BUREAUCRATS VIEWED AS BAR TO FOUR MODERNIZATIONS 
Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [BEIJING SPRING] in Chinese No 6, 17 Jun 79 pp 15-19 
[Article by Zheng Ming [6774 2494]: "Who Are the Black Sheep?”] 


[Text] The socialist road, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the party's 
leadership and Marxism-Leusnism-Mao Zedong Thought--these are the goals for 
which our party and our people have been striving for decades. From the 
"May 4" Movement to the nationwide liberation, countless heroes have 
advanced wave after wave and bravely laid dowm their lives. From the 

10 years’ “cultural revolution” to the April 4 Movement, countless people 
of lofty ideals have shed their blood all over the country as victims of 
brutal persecution. Before socialism can be eventually realized, we have 
to continue to talk, to struggle and to be prepared to shed our blood. 
This is beyond doubt. Not long ago, the party Central Committee leading 
comrades reiterated the four basic vrinciples, and this was a logical 
course of action; but what has raised doubts in people's minds is that 

some of those who had received benefits by serving as trumpeters of feudal- 
fascism and the accomplices of the “gang of [ouc" sien they were in power, 
raised a lot of outcries, pretending to be the “strongest” supporters of 
the four principles, People can still clearly remember that during the 
discussion on practice as the sole criterion for testing truth, these 

same people were crestfallen and remained mum with dismay and pent-up 

fury. With the power in their hands, they stubbornly refused to play an 
active part in promoting the discussion. However, as soon as the four 
principles were announced, they immediately underwent a complete change. 
Some of them were openly over-joyed and others threw their weight around 
and raised a hue and cry in a way reminiscent of the days when the “gang 
of four" were in power and launching a vigorous “political and ideological" 
campaign. Do they really cherish and believe in the four principles? 
People with keen vision can immediately see that these people are only 
concerned with "firmly upholding" something, and that "that something" 

can be changed by them at will. Apparently, they can never forget “firmly 
upholding" the "laid down principles" claimed by the "gang of four,” 

firmly upholding all special privileges, high positions, modern mansions, 
motor cars and the glory and wealth of their offsprings. 




















fo reject and reverse the ideological and political line formulated at the 
Third Session of the [ith Plenary Party Central Committee, they created 
various rumors, exaggerated their importance and fabricated “enemy 
activities," and used the political life of some young people as their 
sacrificial goats or some kind of tools for their intra-party struggle. 
They deceived those above and hoodwinked those below; forged “imperial 
edicts"; and branded some voung people as “counterrevolutionaries”™ in an 
attempt to kill one of them as a warning to the rest. Thev also slandered 
large numbers of young people as the “prisoners” of bourgeois ideology, 
while priding themselves as the indispensable main pillar.. Their tactics 
are most despicable. [about 20 words illegible] Even some older comrades, 
whose behavior had hitherto been above reproach were deceived by their 
lies. The situation was for a time considered very serious as though, 
after the April 5 Movement, [several words illegible] Marxism-Leninism 
was no longer believed. Apart from the counterrevolutionaries, the young 
people had lost their political orientation. Seme of them were blindly 
following wrong ideas, and even the best among them had deviated from the 
four principles. What a mess and how terrible! 





Who are the black sheep after all? (Please note: This term is by no 

means a synonym for hooligans or hoodlums, but one with some political 
significance.) Are the people really black sheep? This question must 

be clarified. More than 10 years ago, amid all the outcries of “Never 
forget class struggle!" "Never forget the dictatorship of the proletariat!" 
"Never forget giving prominence to politics!" and "Never forget to hold 
high the great red ‘revolutionary’ banner of Mao Zedong Thought!” the naive 
and innocent young people were exploited and led by the swindlers onto a 
wrong political path, Of course, this was a disgrace to the young people 
themselves, although the older generation could not shirk their responsi- 
bility for it. During the large-scale, sanguinary turmoil of the cultural 
revolution, these young people finally saw through the pseudo-Marxism 
peddled by Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” They abandoned it and 

suffered a severe inhuman tragedy. This aroused the young people's 
enthusiasm to look for genuine socialism, So today, they are as awakened 
and [four words illegible] generation, Since they have been deceived 
before, they now know how to reserve their opinions and to conduct analysis, 
They will no longer easily believe the articles of faith about the breeding 
of capitalism [several words illegible] because they need factual proofs 
and have to test them in practice. After groping in the dark for over 

10 years, they have learned about the value of truth, Once they ascertained 
the road of scientific socialism, they would never regret using their own 
flesh and blood to pave the road for the advancement of their cause, 

This is the main current of Chinese youth activities at present. 


Because of the lack of Marxist cultivation, some young people have raised 
childish political slogans. Their wrong ideas should be criticized and 
they should be helped. However, we should first conduct an all-round 
objective analysis on them, It should be noted that these ideas mostly 
originated out of their strong hatred of the fascist dictatorship by 

Lin Biao and the “gang of four.” They sincerely wish to see their 
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mot ner .ain. rosperityv. Althcugh some of the have thought _ess us* 


bourgeois slogans of “human rights,” they neither approved the bourgeois 
system of private ownership nor opposed the socialist system of public 
ownership. They earnestiv hoped that the party would honor the constitu- 

on stl iting the basic rights of citizens, and even though, on the 
basis of these basic rights, they made some indiscreet remarks an* aeccusa- 
tions against cur party and our socialist system, these should be treated 
as problems among the people and they should be protected by the «cvocialist 
legal system. For argument’s sake, I may mention that Christianity and 
Buddhism are downright anti-Marxist; yet there is religious freedom. ‘+! Some 

people say something about “Christian spirit,” should they be de- 


prived of their freedom of speech and personal freedom? Making indiscrimi- 
mate arrests is not a good way for ideological struggle. It is only a 
sign of weak-mindedness and the loss of moral and spiritual confidence. 
People cannot forget that the “cultural revolution” hurt hundreds of 
millions of people, beginning with the persecution of only one person-- 
mrade Wu Han. If certain leaders or certiazin eeve- ont departments are 
left free to act as they please and even to violate legai procedure by 
arresting a few people today for making illegal remarks, arresting several 
scores tomorrow on the charge of criminal ideology, and then arresting 
thousands or tens of thousands day after tomorrow, people will be deprived 
of their freecom of thinking and speech as though things have returned to 
the oid pattern of the “gang of four.” I hope the judicial organs will 
as quickly as possible hold public trials on those young people who have 
been arrested and detained in Beijing, Shanghai and other big cities on 
charges of questionable political crimes. If they could be proved in 
court to have actually violated national laws, naturally they should be 
punished; otherwise they should be immediately released as not guilty. 
The public security organs should never be permitted to detain innocent 
civilians indefinitely, while the serious political incidents which have 
been closely watched by the public, have simn!v end-4 up with nothing 
definite. Anyone who has made serious attempts in the see~-h of truth 
should understand that those who have erred ideologically in these attempts 
cannot be treated as downright counterrevolutionaries, Tiere is no royal 
road to truth, and many revolutionaries of the older generation, before 
believing in Marxism, had followed the royalist road and embraced social 
Darwinism, anarchism and other reactionary ideas, Then why cannot the 
young people be permitted to make mistak?s today? For the new situation 
and the ner task in the new period, even people of the older generation 
have not been able to formulate a complete set of new theories or plans 
within a short time, Then how can they make excessive demands on the 
young people? These young people are courageous in exploring and bold in 
correcting mistakes, What they needed most is some friendly ideological 
guidance from easily approachable tutors instead of being kidnapped from 
the Democratic Wall, “led” into prison and then "guided" to the court. 


In our society, there is a very tiny number of Guomindang special agents 
and even survivors, old and young, of the Qing Dynasty. These people are 
all the time dreaming of a restoration, but they should be no cause for 
alarm. They form only an infinitesmal portion of our population, so how 
can mayflies shake a tree! The sheel of history cannot be reversed, After 
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i century's experience as a semi-colony and }0 rears experience of state 
ownership, a reverse course back to the age of Japan's Meitfi Restoration 
would be simply unthinkable. Experience has shown that exaggeration of 
the surviving forces of the old society ani playing up the practically 
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nonexistent danger can only cover up reai dangers. 
The [several words illegible] rea] daneer is the “gang of four’s” ultra- 
leftist line, because it would bring about [several words illegible! the 
kind of social evolution which has taken place in the Soviet Union. The 
real “black sheep” are those who oppose the will of the broad masses and 
who “worship” feudal autocratic absolutism and “bureaucratic socialism.” 
It we use Marxist methods to expose these black sheep, we will be able 
tc clear away the obstacles in our socialist road. What is the nature of 
our society? This point is now hotly debated in the theoretical circle. 
Some comrades hold that our society has not yet reached the stage of fully 
developed socialism; others held that our society is now in the stage 

of transition from capitalism to socialism. Still others hold that our 
society is essentially a system of nationally planned capitalism under the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. Despite their different views, these 
comrades unanimously agree that the socialist society envisaged by Marx 

and Lenin is still an ideal and a goal instead of a reality in owr country. 
The essence of socialism is not state ownership but public ownership. 
Socialism can be a reality only when people are the r<al masters of the 
country and thus become the owners of the means of production. Because 

of the weak productive forces in our country and the low cultural level 

of our people, the rights of the working class and the people are only 
legal terms instead of reality, while the dictatorship of the proletariat 
is actually the dictatorship of the party representing the interests of 

the prolecariat. To rule an agricultural country with a semi-illiterate 
population, it is necessary to adopt a bureaucratic system as a transitional 
measure demanded by objective conditions. During this transitional period, 
natural economy, which has existed without interruption for thousands of 
years; systems of the bureaucratic commerce and bureaucratic industry which 
began in the Westernization Movement; the remnants of autocratic dictator- 
ship; and the ways of Confucius and Mencius disguised as Marxism, have all 
along waged desperate struggles with the socialist elements. If we, 
instead of scientifically analyzing our own society, indulge in arrogance, 
remain at a standstill and refuse to reform it, the small number of people 
who are ruling in the name of the working class will become alienated, 

and their interests and desires, divorced from the system of the working 
class, will transform them into an independent and privileged social force. 
Thus, instead of public servants, they will become masters of the society, 
and instead of managing the means of production, they will monopolize them. 
As a precaution against this situation, the only way is to follow the 
example of Paris Commune by continually increasing and improving socialist 
democracy. A powerful machinery of dictatorship can exercise its suppres- 
sion of outside enemy only through mutual regulation and supervision by a 
democratic structure and a democratic procedure. Only thus can it 
effectively deal with the “black sheep” within the sphere of their 
political power, namely, the privileged bureaucrats. Sensing the threats 
from nass democracy, the “black sheep” will try every possible way to 
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onsolidate the bureaucratic system as a temporary <-xpedient by exapgerat- 
ing and absolutizing the contradictions between the controllers xnd the 
ontrolled and between the rulers and the ruled, and thus strangle any 


rowing democracy in its cradle. 
Chinese people have suffered enough from “black sheep" like Lin Bi: and 
the “gang of four” who could never leave our country in peace and who 


brought our economy to the brink of collapse and inflicted untold misery 

to our people. Teday, under the guidance of th: party Central Co-nittee 
neaded by Comrade Hua Guofeng, we are just beginning to enjov the exce#iilent 
situation of stability and unity, and to march forward toward the goa! of 
four modernizations. Then some “black sheep” again emerge to resist the 
line adopted by the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee 
in an attempt to F*store to our society the same situation as it was wnder 
the “gang of four.” We must be soberly aware that they have certain power, 
ind their ultraieftist line still appeals *> cr» ‘e. They also have 
very strong political potentials ard are therefore a serious hindranc. and 
a stumbling block to soc'~ list modernization. Unless these “black sheep” 
are eliminated, both socialism and modernization will inevitably vanish 
like a bubble. However, “black sheep” are unpopular. Their despicable 
performance can never reverse the course charted by the third plenary 
session. Very recently, Comrade Chen Yun and some other leading comrades 
of the Central Committee, after conducting stud and investigations, have 
proposed the policy of filling in, reforming, setting targets and raising 
standards. This is a correct policy and a new line development adopted at 
the third plenary session. While readjusting the national economy, we must 
actively and steadfastly reform all aspects of the superstructure and the 
economic base that do not correctly correspond with the development of 
productive forces. The urgent need of the moment is [several words illegible] 
to restore the system of universal suffrage frem the bottom to the top, 
and starting with the enterprises [several words illegible’. As long 

as our party relies on the broad masses aml] unswervingly practice |several 
words illegible], we can certainly demolish the breeding ground of “black 
sheep” and realize the lofty goal of sccialist modernization. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Beijing BEJJING ZHICHUN [BEIJING SPRING) in Chinese No 6, 17 Jun 79 pp 19-20, 


24, 34-35 


[Text] Comrade Editor: 


Sometime during the first 19 days of April, I saw BEIJING ZHICHUN, a mass 
journal, posted on a decrepit wall measuring slightly over 10 square 
meters. This was the wall designated for this purpose according to a 
“Notice” from the Hangzhou Municipal Revolutionary Committee. This journal 
aroused my great interest. I have always thought that although freedom 

of the press is stipulated in the Constitution and, in his Report on the 
Constitution, Comrade Ye Jianying also said that “after the Constitution 

is adopted, we must make sure that it is fully observed in letter and 
spirit,” the citizens still cannot exercise this right if they do not 

have the material conditions for publication. 


Yet the young people with a strong democratic urge would try every possible 
way to exercise that right given by the Constitution, and are actually 
publishing their journals under the present conditions. I think this is a 
continuation of the April 5 spirit under historical conditions. I fully 
Support it. 


Since the publication of the (79) No 24 Document by the Central Committee 
last March, notices similar to the 6-point Notice issued by the Shanghai 
Municipal Public Security Bureau, have appeared in various provinces and 
municipalities. This measure is entirely necessary as a means to restrict 
vtra-democracy and anarchism, to prohibit subversion of orderly production 
and work, and to preserv. social order and stability and unity. It b<a 

my full exoport, and, I believe, the support of people throughout the who.« 
country. 


However, the location for putting up big-character posters designated by 
the Hangzhou Municipal Revolutionary Committee's "Notice" raises doubts 
in people's mind, because this location is confined to a decrepit wall 
(peeling off and exposing loose mud crumbs in several places) of slightly 
over 10 square meters. Compared with the former one, this Democratic Wall 
is smaller and in a more secluded spot. 




















“ ‘ f some ieacing Organizations are suppres 

lemocracy with the legal system as a conventent tcol. They are particularly 

posting of big-character posters; but in view of the stipula 
nstitution, they have to take some passive acticn by desigz- 
decrepit wall. This sfituaticn, like what | hove obser. i 
‘ 7s e eep! 
municipality with five affilfated counties ir. the province, 
And ~epulation known to be over a million, 
thers s only a decrepit wall of slightly over 10 square meters, 
r the broad masses to express their opinion! 


Du S* (3747 1835! 
Zhejiang, April 25, 1975 


Comrade Editor: 


wfore the end of March 1979, the main "Democratic Wall" of Hangrhou 
Municipality was lucated at the left of the Municipal People's Great Hall 
in Yanan Road. It was the wall facing the front door of the Municipal 
Department Store. Besides this, there were also others in the busy 
municipal sections, such as the Wulin [2976 2651] Gate, the Arch Bridge 

the City (Railway) Station, and many terminating or starting points 

public transportation lines. In all these places, big-character 
posters of different dimensions can always be seen. The “Democratic 
Wall” was created by the masses, and no fixed form *#s vet been decided 
for it. Anyway, these walls are used by th masses for prv**ing up big- 
character posters. Besides on these walls, the posters have also appeared 
in some buildings of organizations and units. Some units have even set 
ip special poster boards, 





Since the last 10 days of March 1979 (the "Six-Point Notice” of Hangzhou 
Municipality was dated 26 March), all posters were removed from the walls 
originally designated for this purpose, One of the six points in the 
notice stipulated that thereafter, big-character posters could be put up 
only on the wall fencing the southwest corner of the open-air movie 
theater in Gongren [Workers'] Road, As I have personally observed, this 
place is far more secluded than the former places where Democratic Walls 
were erected. The space on this wall is not only much ~ess than those 
previously allotted, but also peeling off in many piaces and exposing 

loose mud on which posters cannot remain stuck. The people, however, 

chose to put their posters on the right wall of the open-air movie theater, 
and on anotivr wall fecing the First Municipal Hospital where there are 
more passers-by and more activities than in the oresent designated Incation,. 











agree With the lieadersniip in cesignating the iocations for putting up 


big-character posters. However ome facilities must be provided for pro- 
moting democrecy. For example, i may mention “hat even in a coach, a 
restaurant and so forth, there is a system of soliciting suggestions. So 
why not a unit, a province or a municipality? In view of the above mention- 
ed situation, can we say chat we are sincerely promoting demecracy? Such 
action is most stupid. Can we achieve real stability and unity when 
outwardly “nothing but silence reigns?” 

The overwhelming majority of big-character posters I have read sare correct 


and based on facts and sound Iegic. Even though some of them are wrong, 
they can nevertheless help the leadership understand the people's feeling 
and carry out political and ideological work accordingly. So what harm 

can they do? On the cortrary, this can only help consolidate and develop 

a political situation of stability and unity. However, some leaders think 
exactly the opposite way. They feel that in exposing contradictions, the 
masses are only trying to find fault with them and that this will not help 
promote stability and unity. They consider the revolutionary people's 
exposure of contradictions and their concern for state affairs “bad things” 


and therefore make eve: effort to suppress these “bad things.” These 
people lack the spi ¢ elf-criticism and have even less desire for 
reform, Naturally, ‘hey are not pieased with the people's exposure of 
their shortcomings have to oppose or suppress them. According to what 


I have heard from mosi people, toth the higher (central authorities) and 
the lower (mass) levels are quite impatient with the progress of the shift 
of the focus of party work and the four modernizations, but the middle 
leve! does not seem to care. Why? 


Yi Wei [5030 3634] 
Zhejiang, 30 May 1979 


Comrade Editor: 


Here, I can simply answer a question from you concerning the removal of 
the Democratic Wall to a decrepit wall fencing the People's Open-Air 
Movie Theater. Here, the passers-by are not many because this is a 
secluded spot, and t2re is strong sunlight from the west during the day. 
The place is not lighted at night and the wall seems to be falling apart 
(because it is peeling off in several places), A gust of win! or a rain 
will clear all the posters from the wall along with the loose mud. /t ts 
just because of these “superior™ qualities that the municipal authorities 
hwive arranged for big-character posters to be put up here. Therefore, 
the number of spectators here can hardly be the same. Previously, theve 
posters were put up on the cement wall facing the department store where 
many people could read them. People who were busy during the day could 
still read them at night under the street lights. If you will compare 
these two situations, everything will be self-evident. 


Hong Wei [1347 0251) 
Hangzhou Municipality 
22 May 1979 














Comrade Editor: 
Let me briefly describe to you the Democratic Wall in Xian as follows: 


The Democratic Wall was born during the upsurge of democratic movement 
spreading out everywhere from Beijing during the last 10 days of 1978. 
It has lasted 5 months from the time of its birth to the time of its 
demise in the nationwide prohibit/‘on following the lead of Shanghai. 


The Democratic Wall was located at the southern corner of the Post Office 
Building to the northeast of the belfry in the center of the city. It 
measured about 50 meters long and 2 meters wide. Since there are seven 

or eight big windows on the wall, the actual space available for posters 
is somewhat reduced. However, because the Democratic Wall was in a 
conspicuous location, many passers-by would stop here to read the poscers. 
Even though the number of these people might not be large, it represented 
quite a cross section of the local commuuicy, iit..cu.ug workers, peasan’s, 
soldiers and people in commercial and edticational circles, of all ages 

and both sexes. These spectators ge.erally seemed to be unconcerned. 
Among the very small number who seemed to be interested, the majority of 
them did not seem to approve these posters, while some of them even opposed 
them. In other words, the majority thought it was a mess. From this, we 
can see that the emancipation of minds cannot be accomplished overnight. 
Therefore, it would not be easy for people to understand the importance 

of exercising that right given them by the Constitution. This is probably 
because of "modern superstitution” or some "lingering fear!" 


The fifth column in the Notice issued by the Shaanxi Provincial Revolution- 
ary Committee on 20 April read: "Except at the designated locations, the 
posting or writing of slogans, posters, big-character posters and small- 
character posters in public places or on the wails vi buildings is 
prohibited.” This was probably necessary for preserving ..2 good appearance 
of the city, but unfortunately, nobody could know about the designated 
places. They only know that whatever was left on the only democratic wall 
we had, had been completely washed away. Here, we cannot fare so well as 
in Beijing where at least the Democratic Wall in Xidan still remains. If 
other places are all like Xian, then the Xidan Democratic Wall is the only 
one throughout the country. Let up hope that it will remain forever. 


Regards, 
Xiao Wei [5135 0251] 
Xian Municipality, 29 May 1979 


Comrade Editor: 


The Democratic Wall of Tianjin Municipality has been wiped clean by the 
organized people in compliance with the "Eight-Point Notice” issued by 
the Municipal Revolutionary Committee, when the "Four Principles” were 
announced in April. On the wall, the words "No Posters Allowed" were 
written, followed by the hanging of an official signboard with words to 
the same effect. Since then, the Democratic Wall has remainca perfectly 
clean. y 














Since I have not conducted any investigation, I do not know how people feel 
about this. In my opinion, it would be desirable to read those articles 
even though I may not share their views. Various viewpoints objectively 
exist in society, so it would be more materialistic for peopie to air their 
views openly. There were many spectators at the Democratic Wall. They 
have opinions of thetr own which I know nothing about. However, one thing 
is certain: Thev like to read the posters, or they would not have gone 
there. In my opinion, for the sake of the socialist motherland and for 

the debate on communist youth, both right and wrong views should be 
permitted, as long as they aim at public interest and truth. In this way, 
wrong views can be easily corrected. 


Yi Bing [1707 0365] 
Tianjin Municipality, 3 June 1979 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


VIEWS OF WANG LISHAN, ‘APRIL 5° WRITER 
Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [BEIJING SPRING] in Chinese No 6, 17 Jun 79 pp 21-24 
[Article by Wang Lishan [3769 4439 1472]: “Letter to Comrade Peng Zhen") 


[Text] Editor's note: Comrade Waug Lishan is one of the April 5 fighters 
whose name is fairly well known. He was the one who wrote the "Heads 
Raised, We Unsheath Our Swords" poem, and his fame has spread over the 
five continents and four seas. The ZHONGGUO QINGNIAN BAO [CHINESE YOUTH 
JOURNAL] of 5 April 1979 devoted pages one and two to a news story 
entitled “Strive for the Four Modernizations With Heads Raised," intro- 
ducing his deeds, and an editorial entitled "Carry Forward the April 5 
Spirit and Be Shock Workers Like Wang Lishan." In response to this 

CYL jeurnal, we hold that it is necessary to introduce Comrade Wang Lishan 
to the broad masses of young people in a more deepgoing and comprehensive 
way. Below is what he has recently written. It is his letter addressed to 
Comrade Peng Zhen with a copy sent to us. 


In his letter, Comrade Weng Lishan continued tu dispiay his April 5 spirit 
for the sake of national des:iny by boldly and freaxiy ex,.essing his own 
opinion on some current important political problems. On the new march 
toward democratic reform, he is worthy of the title of "shock worker." 


It is hoped that the comrades wili express their own views after reading 
this article. 


To Director Peng Zhen 
Commission for Legal Affairs of NPC Standing Committee 


This letter was originally intended for the NPC Standing Committee or 
Chairman Ye Jiangying. But before it was mailed, I heard of the existence 
of the Coumission for Legal Affairs, Therefore, I have changed the 
address aid am sending it to the Commission of Legal Affairs instead. 


Om the 13th of this month, I heatd of Chairman Ye Jianying's interview with 
some NCNA correspondents, during which he talked about our legal system. 
He said: "...We mow have on hand the tasks of organizing forces in various 
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quarters to study and work out, or revise, the criminal law, the law of 
criminal procedure, the civil laws, the marriage laws, various economic 
laws, and so forth, by submitting them, according to the legislative 
procedure, to the NPC or the NPC Standing Committee for deliberation...” 


On this point, my views are as follows: 


I. The Fifth NPC was held under special historical conditions shortly 
after the smashing of the “gang of four." 


The NPC deputies were not elected through a general election. Chinese 
citizens have never directly voted on the election of any people's deputy 
before the convention of the Fifth NPC. None of the deputies at the 
people's congresses from the local up to the national level were elected 

by the people. Therefore, these "deputies" are not the people's “deputies.” 


Thus, according to legal procedure, the present NPC is not valid, and has 
no authorities to formulate laws on behalf of the people. 


I feel it necessary and possible for the NPC Standing Committee to be 
charged with the provisional responsibility of organizing the drafting of 
electoral laws, to be revised according to an appropriate procedure which 
guarantees that the consensus of citizens is taken into account. Then, since 
the present NPC has no authority to examine and approve it, the draft 

of electoral laws should be published and publicized for direct voting by 
citizens throughout the country. When the laws have become valid, the 
deputies of people's congresses at various levels up to the Sixth NPC shall 
be elected according to law, After guaranteeing that the people's deputies 
are really representing the people, the Sixth NPC shall be convened as the 
highest organ of state power to perform its functions (including the re- 
vision of the Constitution and the formulation of laws). 


Electoral laws are the most basic laws as well as the prerequisites in a 
people's democratic state. Without a set of electoral laws passed by the 
voting of the whole people, the judicial organs cannot legally represent 

the people, because the people have not entrusted them with the formulation 
of laws or authorized them to do this job. Although the present Fifth NPC 

is capable of representing the people's interests, yet, according to 
democratic and legal procedures, the laws formulated by it can only embody 
the will of the present NPC structure or (groups), or the will of the leaders 
who decide on the membership of this structure. It does not embody the 

will of the people. 


A special study may be conducted on such questions as how to insure that 
the deputies are ele:ted by the citizens and other questions which the 
citizens should know. 
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II. On the "Constitution" and the “Report on the Revision of the Constitu- 
tion,” I would like to submit the following two opinions: 


l. According to Article 45 of the Constitution, “citizens enjoy freedom 
of speech, correspondence, the press, procession, demonstration and the 
freedom to strike..." Yet, according to Article 18, “the state safeguards 
the socialist system, suppresses all treasonable and counterrevolutionary 
activities..." 


What do counterrevolutionary activities include? The report states: “In 
accordance with Chairman Mao's consistent teachings, in our struggies in 
the ideological and cultural spheres, we must correctly distinguish and 
handle the two types of contradictions that differ in nature. We must 
never allow counterrevolutionaries to have thetr way in their anti-—party, 
antisocialist and anti-Marxist activities in these fields." Apparently 
counterrevolutionary activities include struggles in the ideological and 
cultural spheres, and counterrevolutisnary °**iv** ~ust be suppressed. 


My opinion is that according to laws or the requirements of laws, and 
excepting making false charges, telling lies, and divulging state secrets, 
citizens enjoy the freedom of speech in various forms (including the making 
of what the authorities may call "counterrevolutionary” statements). 

In other words, it is no crime to make any statement. 


The reason is that if citizens are given the freedom of speech, and yet the 
making of “counterrevolutionary statements" within the “revolutionary” 
sphere is considered a counterrevolutionary activity which should be 
suppressed, it will mean that “there is no freedom of counterrevolutionary 
speech." 





Then (1) What is a counterrevolutiorary speech’ 
(2) Who can decide certain statements as being count rrevolutionary? 


In the course of their study and exploration in the ideological and cul- 
tural spheres, particularly in, or concerning, the field of social sciences, 
people will discover problems, form conclusions and express opinions. Who 
can immediately pass judgment on these activities (particularly the genuine 
scientific explorations conducted with a scientific approach, and the con- 
clusions and opinions on certain questions discovered but not yet scienti- 
fically proved) as being revolutionary or counterrevolutionary? 


However, because of “the need to suppress counterrevolutionary activities 
in the ideological and cultural spheres," such judgments must be passed, 


If it is necessary to pass judgment on something which cannot be judged in 
its entirety (unless there is a volume of "History of Future Ideology") 
and yet impossible to classify people's statements, then the "crimes of 
making anti-party and counterrevolutionary statements" can only be decided 
according to the will of the judge. Generally speaking, the responsible 
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party and state leaders play quite a big and even decisive role. (The 
lessons from the “gang of four" and the instances of “counterrevolutionary 
crimes" according to the verdicts of law courts at various levels should 
be noted.) 


This will become an obstacle to the people or interfere with their incessant 
search for truth, because it is quite possible for them to be judged 

guilty. Thus, it will also hinder the advance of our entire nation, or 
obstructs our striving for modernization. 


To protect people in their searct for truth, there must he some legal 
guarantee for his freedom of speech, whatever may be its contents (except 
for slandering, lying or divulging state secrets). 


This freedom will certainly apply to the “real counterrevolutionary 
statements” as well; otherwise there will be an excuse to “prohibit eating 
as a precaution against choking.” 


I feel that even a counterrevolutionary statement, if confined to words 
alone, cannot directly hurt the state or the people. However, if he 
actually translates his statement into such action as murder, arson, 
sabotage and so forth, then he has violated the law and must be suppressed 
and dealt with accordingly. 


Legally speaking, there should be no difference between “internal” and 
"external" because in either case, the person enjoys the same freedom, 
subject to free criticism and counterattack from others. If you think that 
it is an “internal” affair, you car criticize and repudiate him. If you 
think that it has "external" relati.nas, then you can refute or counter- 
attack him, 


Certain specific articles of law can be formulated to punish such actions 
as would objectively disrupt normal order, infringe on other people's 
rights or encroach on the interests of the state and the people, aside 
from all necessary preventative actions. 


Gn the ‘Antiparty’ Question 


I feel that committing a crime is a matter for the law. Since laws are 
used by the state to regulate the activities of the citizens, therefore, 
a person violating laws should be considered as doing it in the capacity 
of a citizen before he can be judged as having committed a crime or being 
guilty. 


The party is formed on the basis of freedom of association. It is entirely 
free to formulate its own regulations or laws regarding what it requires 

of the party memters. If a party member makes antiparty statements, the 
party certainly has the right to take disciplinary action against him or 

to expel him from the party. However, it has no authority to punish him 
(such as by putting him under arrest and passing a sentence) because such 
action should be taken by the state's legal organs and a citizen enjoys 

the right of protection by state laws. 
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Nonparty citizens’ statements against a certain party does not constitute 
a crime for reasons stated above. 


As to rumor-mongering--what is rumor-mongering should be carefully studied-- 
there may be great difficulties in determining what constitutes rumor- 
mongering and how to prosecute the offender. However, since it is after 

all directly linked with facts, it is possible to proceed on the basis of 
precedents and work out a solution. 


2. The Constitution says: “Citizens enjoy freedom of the press." Here 
comes the question of the “publication of any statement.” In eddition to 
what has been mentioned above, there is still the question of material 
guarantee for the citizens’ rights. 


If a citizen wants to publish some icurnal and is able to raise the re- 
quired funds, but how can he print and distribute his ruablications? 


Il feel (1) that some publishing house be designated to serve publication 
by citizens who can then arrange with the publishing house on printing 

and form some kind of economic relations; and (2) that book stores should 
set up a section for selling civilian publications on a consignment basis. 
Otherwise, freedom of the press can only remain on paper. 


III. In press reports on the “anti-Peng Pai Incident,” it is said that 
".,..the very tiny number of people who have committed serious crimes and 
yet refuse to repent should be dealt with according to law.” 


T feel that, first, anyone who has committed a crime should be dealt with 
according to law, and the severity of punishment should be competible 

with the severity of the crime. But why those who “have committed serious 
crimes" “should be dealt with according to iaw.” is the administration 

of law confined only to the rendering of “guilty” or “not guilty" verdicts 
and then meting out punishments according to the severity of the crime. 

If crimes can be committed without being punished by liw, then what is 

law for? 


Secondly, after the committing of a crime, what is meant by repentence? 
Law should be used in dealing with what has been established as a crime. 
If a person commits a crime and can get off scot-free, provided he is 
repentent, will this not make a mockery of law. And what can law guard 
against? Where is the dignity of law? And who will be afraid of law? 

If a person wants to kill someone, he can immediately go into the street 
and kill someone, and then come back to “repent and mend his ways” and to 
swear not to do it again. Is this possible? 


I hope you will reply. Thank you. 


Wang Lishan 

Machinery Factory of Construction 
Section under the Third Bureau, 
Wucheng Road, Taiyuan. 

17 February 1979 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


HISTORICAL COMPARISONS QUESTIONED 
Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [BEIJING SPRING] in Chinese No 6, 17 Jun 79 pp 25-26 
[Article by Yan Tan [3508 6151]: "Democracy, Past and Present”) 


[Text] Using the past to disparage the present was a special ruling 
technique used by Lin Siao and the “gang of four” not too long ago. Today, 
people still view the citing of past events to illustrate the present with 
distaste. It is true that if we can find something from history to serve 
as a useful lesson, we will certainly do something good. But to find 
socialist methods from feudal history is quite a formidable task. China 
has a proud history, but it is not like a complete volume of magic 
formulas applicable to any situation. For example, bourgeois democratic 
revolution is something missing in Chinese history. Therefore, if people 
cite some historical facts or some episodes from an old nove! as “something 
of frequent occurrence in history” to be played up, is not this a sign of 
the danger that China can never extricate itself from feudal bondage? The 
same theory applies to talks about democracy, 


In Zhou Dynasty, Emperor Li was a tyrant and nobody dared to say anything 
about him, although the people in his presence would wink at one another 
in suppressed indignation, Duke Zhao gave the emperor this advice: 
“Attention to people's mouth is more important than attention to a river, 
River water should be permitted to flow freely end people should be 
encouraged to speak up." The emperor did not take his advice and nobody 
dared to say anything. Then, 3 years later, the emperor was dethroned 
and exiled, This emperor can be taken as an apt counterpart of Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four." But the question is whether or not this man 
Duke Zhao should be a good example for us, and whether the type of 
democracy he advocated should be any cause of universal joy. 


During the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States periods, Prince Wei of 
Qi, on the advice of Zou Ji, proclaimed: “Anyone who can directly point 
out my mistake will get a first-class reward; anyone who can write to 
advice me will get a second-class reward; and anyone who can indirectly 
speak about my mistake will get a third-class reward.” So all his 
officials vied with one another in offering advices until he could not 
listen to them anymore. As a result of these advices, the prince later 
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conquered several rival states. j|several words illegible] As a historical 
figure, Prince Wei of Oi deserves admiration. However, I doubt the wisdom 
of using him as an example for developing democracy because I am not sure 
if there would be any more such “democracy” after Prince Wei. Furthermore, 
I do not know if any disaster later befell those who had been sc liberal! 
with their advices, because there was the possibility of a countwerattack 

in revenge. 


After all, both Duke Zhao and Prince Wei were feudal rulers. Their so- 

alled “democracy” was only a tactic of domination and this tactic can easily 
be replaced if necessary. They were only concerned with beuefits fur their 
dominaticn. Once they performed a volte-face, what had been “democracy” 
would turn out to be a “bait.” Chinese people have had such lessons. 
This kind of “democracy” which serves domination can only leave people on 
tenterhooks. 


For a long time, people's suffering from the rampage of Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four” was beyond imagination, and some people are still apprehen- 
sive about the future. Since Lin Biao and the “gang of four” are even 
worse than Empeior Li of Zhou, it would be a good thing if there can be the 
kind of democracy advocated by Duke Zhao and Prince Wei. This feeling is 
understandable. However, if we do not want to lower the standard of the 
four socialist modernizations, then the standard of socialist democracy 
can never be lowered at all. 


On the question of “democracy,” what Chinese nation can be proud of is that 
we finally had the Tiananmen Incident in the 70's of the 20th century--a 
demonstration by the people which brought about the new revolutionary 
success of overthrowing fascism. Later, we again had the brilliant 

victory of the Third Plenary Session of the llth Central Committee. This 
time, the upsurge of democratic atmospnere prevailed inside and outside, 
before and after the session. The series of important resoiutions adopted 
in this plenary session reflected the masses’ desire, It was the democratic 
spirit advocated and embodied by the plenary session that gave the 
"Democratic Wall” an impetus. 


When we think of the past and compare it with the present, it is not likely 
that we can find anything useful from the past dealing with the question 

of democracy. What we want is the kind of democracy used as a means of 
reflecting the people's will instead of serving domination; and an 
institutionalized democracy instead of an "on and off" democracy, Thts 

is the indispensable way to realize the four modernizations at high speed. 
Given genuine democratic rights, we will not be afraid of any "family 
regime," “coup d'etat classic" or even “baits,” 


Frankly speaking, people's democracy is still far from perfect in our country. 
In both theory and practice, it is still an innovation, During its initial 
stage, some people may oppose it for various reasons. If they oppose it for 
the reason that they are not accustomed to it, we believe they will be 
accustomed to it in due time. However, if some one digs up something from 
the waste paper basket of feudalism and insists on calling it socialism, 

then people should doubt his motive rather than brand him as a fool. 
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LIVING CONDITIONS AT COTTON MILL DESCRIBED 
Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [BEIJING SPRING] in Chinese Mo 6, 17 Jun 79 pp 27-29 


fArticle by Wei Minqing [7614 3046 3237]: “On the Urgent Need To Solve 
Workers’ Dormitory Problems as Reflected by the Beijing No 1 Cotton 
Textile Mil1"} 


[Text] Recently, a correspondent conducted an investigation into the 
housing conditions of the workers of Beijing No 1 Cotton Textile Mill. 
What he saw and heard is quite thought-provoking. Below is a summary 
of his account for our readers. 


Sight of Congestion Unbearable 


The Beijing No 1 Cotton Textile Mill is the first mill ever built in our 

country after liberation. When it was built in 1954, there were 1,800 

workers living in 26 family and communal dormitories. Today, 25 years 

later, the number of workers has been increased to more than 4,500 and the 

floor space of the dormitories increased by 2,000 square meters. According 

to existing housing conditions, even 1,600 workers would be too many for . 
such limited space. 


The family quarters are all in three-storied buildings, and are of more than 
10 different sizew, measuring 4.5, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.5, 12.5 square meters 

and so forth. Each unit consists of four or five rooms, a kitchen and a 
toilet, totaling 40 square meters. According to the original design, each 
unit was intended for one family; but now, it is shared by three or four 
families. The entire family quarters are now occupied by more than 

6,000 persons, with an average space of 2.9 square meters for each person, 
Veteran cadre Du Maoheng [2629 5399 1854], secretary of the mill party 
committee, has a family of nine, all housed in two rooms with a total floor 
space of 29 square, or an average of 3,2 square meters for each person. 

Shao Yuben [6730 5940 2609], chairman of the mill revolutionary committee, 
formerly an underground party member, has a family of three, including a 
30-year-old daughter, and they occupied only one room of 14,5 square meters. 
These belong to the first-class dormitory of the mill, Engineer Sun Jianxun 
[1327 1696 8113], deputy chairman of the mill revolutionary committee, has 
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a tamily « tive belonging to three different generations. They ali share 
a 12.5 square meter room, averaging 2.5 square meters for each person. 
Jin Taoying [6855 2711 5391], who began in 1939 as a child apprentice, 
has also a family of five of three generations. Her son and daughter are 
already over 17 ani 18. Their room space is 15 square meters, anid it is 
a second-class room. Veteran worker Guo Yuehua [6753 6460 5478] and his 
family of four live in a thiré-class room of 9.5 square meters, with an 
average space of 2.3 square meters for each person. Another veteran 
workers Shi Xin [0670 2450] with a family of six lives in a 12.5 square 
meter room. His older son and daughter are already over 20. The average 
space for each person is less than 2.1 square meters. Li Sumei [2621 4790 
2734], an old worker with a family of eight lives ix a 15 square meter 
room. The older sons and daughters are over 20, and the average space 

for each person is 2 square meters. 


According to the Beijing Municipal Housing Control S8ureau, children of 

13 should not stay in the same room with tneir parents. Yet in this mill, 
a family of three generations have to live in the same room, and there are 
more than 50 such families. There are 337 families with daughters over 

15 and 229 families with daughters over 18 living in the same room with 
their parents. Because of the shortage of living space, there are 

20 families with eight and five persons living in rooms of 15 and 10 square 
meters respectively. 





When the correspondent conducted his survey of the family quarters, he found 
trunks, furniture and other household utensils being piled up in every 
family. Something which cannot be piled up, Like bicycles; were hung on 
the walls. The dining tables and chairs of most families are of the 
folding type so that after eating, they can all be folded up and tucked 
under the beds. Engineer Jiang Huazhi [1203 5478 2482] with a family 

of five lives in a 14.5 square meter soom, Since there is no space left 
for piling, several hundred books were spread out on the satcony. He 
said that this was a special arrangement as a favor from the mill. To 
solve the problem of sleeping when there is not enough space, more than 
80 percent of the families use folding beds, canvass beds, or pieces of 
boards spread over the floor. Some workers add a piece of board to a 
double bed so that four or five of them can sleep on the same bed cross- 
wise. Others make a double bed lower by shortening its legs, and then 
put a single bed on the top of it. There will then be three levels of 
sleeping space which the workers jocosely call air, land and sea. When 
there are too many children and not enough room space, the workers would 
put up planks in the balcony for the children. In case they cannot find 
any plank, they have to use tables or stools instead, Otherwise they 
have to sleep on the floor, 


There is still another type of dormitory called "Mama Quarters" specially 
for mothers who have to care for their children. According to statistics, 
more than 500 married couples have no private rooms to live in. After 
getting married, they have to live in exclusively male and female dormi- 
tories. When they have children, the female workers have to stay in the 
“Mama Quarters." Every room here is occupied by two female workers with 
two children each, or three female workers with one child each. On 
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entering these quarters, people can hear children crying and adults shouting. 
Inside the rooms, besides piles of personal belongings here and there, the 
fleor is littered with rice bowls, -ookeries, trunks, clothing, diapers 

and urinals which are dirty and stinky. WNearlv W faagilies live on each 
floor where there are only five gas stoves. Quarrels are therefore quite 
frequent over the use of stoves. 


Even these appalling living conditions are considered luxury inaccessible 
to some workers. Some married couples have to stay with their parents, 
and others have to spend 4 or 5 hours each day travelling between the mill 
and their homes in Mentougao [7024 7333 3279] or Changxintian [7022 6580 
1648]. The rest have to stay in nearby peasants’ homes and pay exhorbitant 
rents. 


Congestion and the Serious Consequences 


Now, many workers, old and young, can hardly refrain from tears when they 
talk of the problem of accommodation. Yin Taoying told the correspondent: 
"I have a mother, children and brother-in-lavs. How can people of all ages 
squeeze together! My husband has to take care of his mother and the 
children. For a long time, he has to sleep on cement slabs. He has now 

a lot of health troubles. I too have hypertension because of lack of rest 
over the years.” A female worker living in a "Mama Quarter" said: “Our 
lives are indeed miserable. After working our shifts, we can neither 

eat nor sleep. Usually, when one child gets ill, all the children in 

the quarters get ill too; when one crtes, all the others cry. Everyday 

is an exhaustion for us. As a result. we have all kinds of health troubles, 
and our work efficiency is impaired.” Many workers said: "We are supposed 
to be masters of the country. When we work, we forget everything. But 
“pon returning home, we have nothing but worry and anxiety. Human beings 
are not made of steel, so how can we stand the strain sonth after month 

and year after year! Even a healthy man can easily get ill." According 

to incomplete statistics, people on the sick list are increasing every year. 
There are now more than 1,680 workers, or 36 percent of the total number, 
having heart disease, hypertension, rheumatoid arthritis or other 
occupational diseases. 


Because of the serious shortage of living space, more than 500 married 
workers cannot stay in the family quarters, while some children, having 
already attended school for severa) years, are still living in the 

"Mama Quarters." Many young married couples have begun to doubt each 
other's faithfulness because of their long ceparation, and this created 
family troubJes. Some female workers living in "Mama Quarters” sometimes 
have sick c’.ildren, but the husbands usually cannot find them. It has 
also happened that husbands stayed overnight in "Mama Quarters." (Two 
couples in the same room were separated only by a hanging sheet.) 
Sometimes, some husbands visiting their wives and children in the "Mama 
Quarters” ended up staying in the rooms of other female comrades, Since 
the workers of the mill have to cover three shifts, on-duty female workers 
usually worry about their husbands being “stolen” by other female workers. 
This led to contradictions among the workers as well as between husbands 
and wives. 20 
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SIL 4ACioON in he amiiy quarters is very poor. in sSiaumer:r. 1 Ke 
homes reek with seat odor. If the female workers or their daughter 
want to change their clothing or to give themselves a rub, th» have 

the toilet. Worse still, because of the congestion in the 
chiidren who have somehow learned about the facts of life and are Living 
in the same room with their parents, may be seriously influenced, [1 
parents are not particularly careful in talking to each other or nil to tak 
the necessary precautions in their sexual acts. According to statist! 
157 young people brought up in this mill’s premises have been arrested 
violat ion: laws. Ome {f them was executed, 1] received prison terms, 
15 were sent to the reformatory, and 37 had to attend study classes under 


police supervision. Im additi-m, 93 of them had to be educated by th 
public security organs because of fighting and steuling. At the same time, 
cases of sexual relations between fathers and daughters, brothers anc 
sisters, and between young neighbors have occurred. (ld worker So-and-so's 
l>5-year-old daughter So-and-so has been seruallv mw '*eted by her 
step-father many times. Worker So-and-so's son So-and-sc had a long illicit 
atfair with a l6-year-old virl student. Old worker So-and-so had to let his 
15-year-old daughter stay with her grand uncle because of congestion at home. 
She too was sexually molested by her grand uncle for a long time. 


fhe shortage of living space has also created serious problems for young 
people's study. Generally, a family of five or six are confined to a 
emall cubicle. A student returning hom cannot study, and therefore has 

to go out to play. If the parents are strict enough, or if the student 
himself is diligent, he has to wait until his younger brothers and sisters 
ire asleep before he can begin to study or do his homework. Many young 
people or students cannot stay at home; they go out and form gangs for 
fighting (sometimes armed with knives), to circulate vulgar literature, 

to gamble, to smoke or to get drunk. Some teenager« have already started 
smoking, and groups of them, boys and girls, are usually seen fooling 
around in the dark. Most of the children of these workers attend the 
Shilibao [0577 6849 1027] Middle School. Because of the students’ 
ideological backwardness and poor educational aptitude, only one of them 
was accepted by the Beijing Teathers Training Institute after the 1977 
high school final examination, This student was accepted for the athletic 
department only because he happened to be unusually tall. 


The Voice of Workers 


The cadres and workers of this mill toid the correspondent: "We have many 
times reported to the Beijing Municipality and the Municipal Textile 

Bureau on our serious housing conditions, but each time, our report was 

like a stone falling into the sea. We hope the leading cadres who formulate 
policies will come to take a look.” Some workers said: “The Constitution 
stipulates that workers have the right to rest. But we cannot take our 

rest by lying down on the road!" Some young people, who had been married 
for many years but still get no home, said: “Even birds have nests and 
rabbits have dens. But we have hardly any space to insert a srike. How 
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can we be called masters of the country!" They earnestly urged the 


correspondent | report this to the higher authorities in the hope that 
the party and state could really help solve their housing problens. 


Originally carried in QIUKI [4428 1395] No 2, 20 April 1979 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


ALLEGORICAL STORY 
Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [BEIJING SPRING] in Chinese No 6, 17 Jun 79 p 29 
[Article by Chen Wu [2525 7212]: "Face and Boils") 


[Text] Mr Wang Fu has always been pretty. However, he recently had some 
boils on his face. Some of the boils had already bursted and become 
infected while cthers were red and swollen leaving red and white patches 
on his face. His neighbor A said to him with good intention: "You 
should get treatment for the boils on your face." However, Mr Wang 
became furious and retorted: "How can you mix the boils with my face. 
The boils were caused by some cocci but my face has always been as 
beautiful as a peach flower and quite superior! You are so wrong in 
accusing my face for the boils!" Neighbor A could neither cry nor laugh. 
Just then, neighbor B heard of this and hurriedly came to A with his advice: 
"Leave him alone. Let us go away quickly." So both A and B hurriedly 
got away. 


When Mr Wang saw them leaving, he caressed his own tace and smiled with 
pleasure. , 
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SOCLOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


DAXING COUNTY MASSACRE DISCUSSED 
Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [BEIJING SPRING] in Chinese No 6, 17 Jun 79 pp30, 42 


[Article: "The Mass Massacre in Daxing County During the Great Cultural 
Revolution" | 


[Text] In 1966, when the waves of "Red August" engulfed Daxing County, 
400-500 people were massacred. 


When the Great Cultural Revolution began, Kang Sheng's granddaughter 
Zhang Li [1728 7787] happened to have been sent down to work in Huangcun 
[7806 2625] Commune of Daxing County. At that time, somebody spread the 
rumor that the landlords and rich peasants were planning some agitation. 
On hearing this, Zhang Li immediately ordered the rebels to suppress them. 
Their tactic was to summon all the landlords and rich peasants to a meet- 
ing and then lock them all up in a big room. The rebels, armed with clubs 
and knives, began the massacre, and even babies in their mother's arms 
were not spared, 


This news later reached Beijing. Premier Zhou was quite concerned about 
it. Through Comrade Fu Chongpi's arrangement, both JIEFANGJUN BAO and 
RENMIN RIBAO dispatched their correspondents to investigate into the 
matter. 


When the party of some 10 correspondents arrived in Xinli Village of 
Yencheng Commune, several hundred people, armed with clubs, were already 
waiting at the village entrance and refused to let the correspondents pass. 
When the correspondents told them the purpose of their visit, the village 
cadres brought them to the office of a production brigade and asked: "What 
are you coming for? To reverse the correct verdict on the landlords and 
rich peasants? If so, you will not be able to return alive." These 
rebels seemed to have turned homicidal maniacs, Later, after some 
explanation, it was learned that under the influence of Huangcun Commune, 
56 landlords and rich peasants and their families had been killed in the 
village the night before. The correspondents wafted to visit the spot, 
but were told that all the bodies had been buried in the sand dunes. 


Thus under the instigation of Kang Sheng's granddaughter, 400-500 human 
lives were lost. In the Great Cultural Revolution of China, this incident 
hardly raised an eyebrow. It was only 400-500 people who had supposedly 
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committed crimes before, and their children among the tens of millions 
of victims some of whom were not only not guilty but also meritorious! 


The case came up for review in 1972. Since, however, Kang Sheng's 
granddaughter was involved, the matter ended without any positive action 
being taken. So the criminals remainedscot-free and some of them were 
even promoted. 


Compared with the action of the leftists in China during the 1960's, the 
Spanish Inquisition and the French St. Bartholomew Massacre look much 
milder, because the number of casualties in medieval times could not 
possibly surpass that of the Chinese Great Cultural Revolution which 
claimed more than 100 million victims. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


FALLACIES OF LIN BIAO CRITICIZED 
Beijing QIUSHI BAO [SEEK THE TRUTH JOURNAL] in Chinese Mar 79 pp i-15 


[Article by Hui-jun [1920 0689]: “Revolutionary Political Power and Its 
Practice in China--Criticizing Lin Biao's Fallacies on tae Question of 
Political Power"] 


[Text] Introduction 


On the one hand, revolutionary political power, revolutionary legal system, 
socialist democracy and the question concerning the relationship between 
democracy and centralism all have an especially important meaning to us 
today whether in respect to theory or in respect to political practice. 

On the other hand, some readers have expressed the wish to have the article 
"Criticizing Lin Biao's Fallacies on the Question of Political Power" (which 
was published in Nos 1, 2 and 3 of SEEK THE TRUTH JOURNAL) published 
[separately]. After some revision of individual phrases and sentences, 

the article is hereby published under the title "Revolutionary Political 
Power and Its Practice in China” by the SEEK THE TRUTH JOURNAL so as to 
satisfy the aforesaid wish on the part of the readers. 


The Author’ 
Beijing, March 1979 
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ri into a modern socialist power in the 
ssibis riod time, we must emancipate our thinking, breaking awa 
t 1d etters and straightiackets Lin sSiao an Y 
and thoroughiv eliminating the con 
tion tin Bi i the “pang of four” created in people's thinki 
Large-scale revolutionary criticism is a powerful ideolorical weapon to 
eturn disorder to the track of order and to reestablish the foundation and 
pse the source of truth. Practice has proved that the great struggle 
of exposin; iticizing Lin Biao and the “gang of four” is a fundamental 
. g forward our country's socialist cause today. 
1 decisive ctor for accomplishing our various work satisfactori 
An forge é istoric lesson the 10th struggle over the two Lines is 
yrovided us once and for all is that, because of the harboring devices and 
sabotaging practices on the part of the “gang of four,” Lin Biao'’s counter- 
revolutionary revistonist line was far from being thoroughiv Liquidated; 
the ntrarvy, the “gang of four” pioceertc? : > it vigorously, 
resulting in even greater damage and threat to the cause of our essciatlist 
revolution and socialist astruction, Without thoroughly criticizing 


Lin Biao, it is tmpossible to make a distinction between right and wrong 

in respect to the two lines, our ideology, and our theory, nor to eliminate 
thoroughly the rampant poison of Lin Biao and the “gang of four.” For this 
reason, we must thoroughly criticize Lin Biao. Since Lin Biao's debt has 
not been thoroughly accounted in the past, it is especialiy imperative to 
accord Lin Biao thorough criticism today. The question over which 


Lin Biao's threat proved greatest, and his poison most widespread, has had 
to do with the fact that he disseminated plenty of fallacies on the question 
‘litical power. The feudal, fascist dictatorship promoted by Lin Bilao 


wrought an unprecedented catastrophe in our great socialist land. This 
has been clearly witnessed by our people, who shall never forget. In 
order to achieve the goal of removing disorder *nd ““ctoring order, we 
must criticize the fallacies Lin Biao disseminated on the szstion of 
political power so as to eliminate their influences and cieanse their 
remnant poison. 


i. le Revolutionary Power "The Right to Suppress?” 


Lin Biao has never been a revolutionary. He has never understood the 
meaning of revolutionary power. He said: "Political power is the instru- 
ment with which one class oppresses another class. This is the case with 
counterrevolution, it is also the case with revelution. To use the 
language to which we are accustomed, I think, pol ltical powe~ is no other 
than the right to suppress (or power of suppression)."” Here, Lin Biao 
muddleheadedly spoke of revolutionary polittcal power and political power 
of the oppressors in the same vein, equating the function and role of 
revolutionary political power completely with the function and role of 
political power of the oppressors and obliterating the essential difference 
between revolutionary political power on the one hand and political power 
of the oppressor on the other, thus fundamentally negating the meaning 

and role of revolutionary political power and completely emasculating the 
revolutionary spirit of revolutionary political power, 
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What is revoiutionary political power? What is political power of the 


oppressor? What differcace ts there in essence between the two? 


The policticai power of a state has existed since antiquitv. There existed 
the political power of a state even ‘1 the primitive clan society. Because 
of soctety’s deveiopment forward, [t became divided into a minority of 
oppressors and a majority of the oppressed upon the disintegration of the 
clan society. When a handful of oppressors sought to oppose an over- 
whetming majority of the oppressed masses of the people for their own 
selfish interest, there was felt the need for an instrument that would be 
capable of suppressing such broad masses of the people. Whereupon the 
political power of a state began to take shape. The reason the handful 

of oppressors felt the need for the political power of a state was because 
they wanted to maintain their rule--to maintain the oppression and enslave- 
ment their own handful of people wished to perpetrate over the broad masses 
of the people. Consequently, the function and role of the political power 
of the oppressors could only be Limited to the carrying out of suppression 
against the broad masses of the people. However variable the forms of 

the political power of the oppressors may have been in history, they were 
inevitably instruments for the carrying out of suppression in essence. 


Wherever there is oppression, there is bound to be struggle against such 
oppression. When the broad masses of the people succeeded in overthrowing 

the political power of the oppressors through struggle, they were bound to 
establish revolutionary political power. Then, should revolutionary political 
power still be considered the same as “power of suppression?” 


Revolutionary political power is a political power that seeks to maintain 
the interest of the broad masses of the people. It is the power by which 
the broad masses of the people assert themselves as masters of their own 
house. Otherwise, it would not be revolutionary political power. Therefore, 
the functions and roles of revolutionary political power and the power of 
the oppressors can never be equated with each other but should be funda- 
mental*y different from each other, "The power of suppression” is the 
Llifebuoy of that handful of oppressors banking on maintaining their own 
ruling position; it is useless to the broad masses of the people and it 
would only bring harm to them. Hence, once this “power of suppression,” 
which came into being despite the interest of the society at large, falls 
into the hands of counterrevolutionary aspirants and plotters, it would 

be again turned into an instrument for suppressing the broad masses of the 
people. The reason the broad masses of the people who have achieved control 
of their own destiny also must have political power ‘« because they need 
such arbitrary power to reform the existing irrational society and to 
create a bright new society. Only a revolutionary political power under 
the control of the broad masses of the people themselves can help those 
oppressed people of the past organize themselves, is powerful enough, will 
be able to adopt measures of government for the sake of reforming those 
economic conditions which serve to split society into orpressors and 
oppressed, and thereby graduall, improve and elevate ’ae level of material 
life and the level of cultaral life on the part <f tse broad masses of the 
people, leading to thorough liberation of the broaa masses of the people 
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and eventualiy to the liberation of the whole of humanity. In essence, 
revolutionary political power is basically not any “power of suppression” 
at all but an instrument which enables the broad masses of the people and 
the whole of humanity to achieve liberation. Therefore, after the broad 
masses of the people overthrow a political power of the oppressors, it is 
imperative that they immediately destroy all remnant state apparatus of 

the political power of the oppressors and swiftly establish a revolutionary 
political power organized by the broad masses of the people themse!ves 

on the basis of socialist democracy. 


Without socialist democracy, the broad masses of the people can neither 
actively participate in democratic life nor maintain their own political 
power, let alone enabling themselves ultimately to achieve their Liberation. 
The democratic system of a political power of the oppressors, if any. is 

in essence fundamentally different from that of a revolutionary political 
power. Under the political power of the oppressors, a democratic system 

is the instrument used to maintain the ince. et ~ . minority of 
oppressors. Because of the various restrictions imposed by the political 
power of the oppressors, Lhe broad masses of the people can never really 
actively participate in a democratic life. Under the democratic system 

of the political power of the oppressors, the broad masses of the people 

can never chonge the status of being subject to oppression and enslavement 
in which they found themselves, The democratic system of a revolutionary 
political power is socialist democracy. Socialist democracy is an instru- 
ment used to maintain and protect the interest of the broad masses of the 
people and a means that would enable the oppressed people and the whole 

of humanity to attain liberation. Socialist democracy is a genuine and 
complete democratic system. Only socialist democracy has for the first time 
given the broad masses of the people the right to participate in a democratic 
life actively. Only by protecting all democratic rights of the broad masses 
of the people can socialist democracy fully plana ics revolutionary role, 

and hence enable the broad masses of the people to reali their right of 
becoming masters of their own house, Only by giving ful! play to socialist 
democracy will it be possible for a revolutionary political power never to 
change its color and for a socialist revolution to persist and propel 

itself to the very end and thereby promote the progress of society as a 
whole. 





What concrete coftents do democratic rights of the masses of the people 
consist of? Democratic rights of the masses of the people mainly consist 
of the following: I. the right to elect and to be elected; II. freedoms 
of expression, correspondence, publication, assembly, association, pro- 
cession and demonstration; III. freedom of the person and freedom of 

the residence from encroachment; IV. the right to accuse and to petition; 
V. the right to work and to rest; VI. cultural and educational rights, etc. 
Without protecting the right to elect and to be elected in behalf of the 
masses of the people, without protecting their freedoms and rights of 
expression, correspondence, publication, assembly, association, procession 
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and demonstration, it is impossible to protect the right of the masses of 
the people to become masters of their own house, nor can the masses of the 
people fully express themselves on the ideas and demands they formulate or 
have concerning important affairs of state, and still less can they hope 

to give full play to their own activism in socialist revolution and 
socialist construction. Without protecting the rights such as freedom of 
the person and freedom of the residence from encroachment on the part of 
the masses of the people, it is impossible to assure the masses of the 
people that they can participate in the various social and political 
activities freely. Without protecting the right to accuse and to petition 
on the part of the masses of the people, it is impossible to realize 
supervision by the masses of the people, nor to protest the various demo- 
cratic rights of the masses of the people in a down-to-earth manner, 
Without protecting the economic rights of the masses of the people such as 
the right to work and to rest and also their cultural and educational rights, 
it is impossible to ensure that the material life of the masses of the people 
will be improved gradually or that their cultural, spiritual life will be 
gradually satisfied and uplifted. Therefore, in order to maintain and 
protect the interests of the broad masses of the people, in order to enable 
the broad masses of the people to achieve thorough liberation, a revolu- 
tionary political power must establish and gradually strengthen its 
revolutionary legal system and use it to protect the right of the masses 

of the people to become masters of their own house and their own democratic 
rights. Only by actually protecting all democratic rights of the masses of 
the peopte would it be possible to prevent ambitious characters and 
plotters like Lin Biao from turning revolutionary political power into the 
“power of suppression” against the masses of the people. 


The various democratic rights prescribed in our nation's Constitution have 
a legal effect which is not subject to violation by anyone. It protects 
the fundamental interests of the masses of the people and it bears out the 
revolutionary spirit of the revolutionary political power of our country. 
At the same time, it also constitutes an insurmouniatle obstacle to those 
counterrevolutionary plotters and ambitious characters who vainly attempt 
to subvert our revolutionary political power, Therefore, all counter- 
revolutionary aspirants and plotters who bank on subverting our revolutionary 
political power regard these democratic rights, without exception, as a 
nettle in their eye and thorn in their flesh, which they can only trample 
under their feet or vainly attempt to eliminate, But they can never 
escape from the adjudication of the law or punishment by the people. The 
criminal purpose of Lin Biao shouting about the “power of suppression" was 
to attempt a sinister change of the nature of our revolutionary political 
power, to eliminate the various democratic rights enjoyed by the masses of 
the people, to use that “power of suppression" to suppress those masses 

of the people opposed to him and all genuine revolutionaries, and thereby 
usurp the supreme power of our revolutionary political power, effect a 
counterrevolutionary coup, and carry out the bloody rule in China by his 
handful of fascist elements. Yet, the ultimate result was but the end of 
his plot by way of his very own thorough elimination. Any other ambitious 
characters and plotters who think of suppressing the masses of the people 
with their “power of suppression" would end up in the same way as Lin Biao: 
meeting their end by way of their very own thorough elimination. 




















ll. “The Leading Group Is the Same as Political Power, the Same as State 
Apparatus’ --Is This the Case? 


For the sake of establishing i.; socialist China a feudal, fascist dynasty 
of the handful of big and small ambitious characters and plotters headed 
by Lin Biao and his son, and for the sake of effecting tight control over, 
bloody suppression of, the broad masses of the people and all genuine 
revolutionaries, Lin Biao, apart from shouting about “power of suppression,” 
also madly propagated his fallacy that suggested that “The leading group 
is the same as political power, the same as state apparatus.” He openly 
cried for, and started, a counterrevolutionary coup, vainly attempting 

to turn the leading groups of the various regions and districts, the 
various departments and units, and individual organs of the country all 
into his instruments for suppressing the broad masses of the people. 





What is meant by state apparatus? State arperetr- ~s powerful instruments 
such as the army, the police, courts and prisons. 


In a society where oppression and enslavement exist, the oppressors must have 
state apparatus as their means to carry out suppression of the broad masses 
of the people. Along with society's development, the organs of the 
oppressors’ state power also become larger and larger. State organs at 

the various levels thus gradually form a tight network, with its component 
organs blocking all pores of the body of the society. Groups of oppre.sors 
with different interests incessantly carry out struggles for advantage so 

as to win the offices and positions of state power at the various levels 
while all subscribing to the condition that such struggle would not affect 
the foundation of their oppressive system. The distribution and redistribu- 
tion of power and benefits thus also take place continuously within the 
circles of the groups of oppressors. 


After achieving control of political power themselves, the broad masses of 
the people no Longer need to preserve a gigantic state apparatus as 
instrument for dispensing suppression. Upon the destruction of all remnant 
state organs of the oppressors and establishment of the revolutionary 
political power itself, the revolutionary political power, in order to 
maintain and protect the interest of the masses of the people, must 
eliminate all aspects of the state apparatus that are harmful to the masses 
of the people. In order to ensure the smooth operation of socialist 
revolution and socialist construction, in order to maintain and protect 

the revolutionary order, in order to protect the various democratic rights 
of the broad masses of the people, protect the socialist economic base, 

and protect the productive forces in society, it is also necessary for the 
revolutionary political power temporarily to set up certain state apparatus 
under the control of the broad masses of the people themselves, so that 
they can be used as shiélds of the revolution and as necessary instruments 
to combat 9’: impudent criminal elements. 
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The period of socialism is a transitional period during which the dark, 
old society is eliminated and the new, good society is created. It is 

a period of great changes, great renovations and great transformations. 
During this period, the broad masses of the people without exception 
rejoice at, and feel inspired by, their new destiny whereas all counter- 
revolutionary forces hart-or deep grudge and hatred and plot all the time 
to subvert the revolutionary political power, or to change the character 
of such revolutionary politica! power, At this juncture, it is possible 
for hidden counterrevolutionary forces of various descriptions and a 

small handful of ambitious characters and plotters who have wormed their 
way into the ranks of the revolutionary political power to try to carry 
out mad acts of sabotage and assassination with a view toward ultimately 
usurping that very revolutionary political power, It is likewise 
possible that some people, because they have been influenced by the old 
social forces and have thus not yet acquired the habit of abiding by the 
revolutionary legal system and standard of public life, resort to criminal 
acts against other people's properties or against their persons, In a 
word, during the period of socialism it is still possible to have acts 

of violence committed by those who attempt to subvert and undermine the 
revolutionary political power; it is likewise possible to have acts of 
criminal encroachment committed against the democratic rights of the 
masses of the people. Therefore, it is likewise still necessary to estab- 
lish the army, the punitive organs and other state organs of the like 
under the control of the masses of the people during the period of socialism, 
so as to cope with and punish all acts of violence and criminals who take 
part in impinging on the law and in committing crimes, However, these 
organs are bound to fade away. Because all illegal, criminal acts, too, 
are bound to decrease gradually and, in the end, fade away along with the 
advancement of the revolution, 


When all members of society are organized in a rational manner on the basis 
of free and equal association, when the new society is completely built, 
the political power of the state will become superfluous and wither away 
of its own accord, When society has eliminated the myriad savage, 
preposterous, cruel, ugly and unequitable phenomena which result from 

the institutions of eppression, when people have gotten rid of all the 
influences the oppressors had on people, then, it will no longer be 
necessary for people to violate all the standard of behavior in their 
public life because people will spontaneously, consciously and willingly 
follow those standards of behavior. Then, the gradually fading political 
power of the state will finally wither away, By that time, there definitely 
will still be “leading groups" or offices like those cf group teaders and 
team leaders as the guides of the people when they engage in productive 
activities. But, it can be definitely said that, by that time, the 
political power of the state will absolutely no longer exist. Also, by 
that time the “leading groups” or offices resembling those of group 

leaders or team leaders will likewise absolutely not be able to exercise 
any “power of suppression” to oppress others, 
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R ite e » av t t we 
state with | igo. Contrary to this goal of the revoluttonari« 
rely on the side of the oppressors, madiv opr 
v F i gv a the revolutionary social syste he fa 
Biao that “The leading group is the same as po 
ower, the same as the state apparatus” fully exposed hts reactiona: 
‘ A meant oy political power? Political power mea 
tive, executive and judictal power. Our country's Constitut 
that legis! ve power belongs to the National People's Cong: , & ve 
“ e] t e executive organs at the various Centra! 
vels, and judicial power belongs to the people's courts at th 
levels. What is meant by “The leading group is the same as political 
wer, the me as state apparatus?” It means that the leadine Ds 
the various regions and districts, the various departments and ut S$. 
ind individual organs can simultaneously dispense legislative, executive 
nd judi sower. This is tantamouuc * ~ > og for the overthrow 


ur country’s revolutionary legal system and the various working organs 
wuntry’s revoluticaary political power, for the subversion of our 
ountry'’s revolutionary political power, and thus for a virtual counter- 


revolutionary coup. The reactionary essence of the fact that Lin Biao 
ught to propagate his fallacy “The leading group is the same as political 
t] e as the state apparatus” is that he wanted to turn the 


‘rious regions and districts, the various departments and units, and 


individual organs across the country all into “independent kingdoms” of 

different sizes monopolized by handfuls of fascist clemen:s following his 

whim. if Lin Biao’s plot were to prevail, then, in socialist China the 
lutionary legal system would no longer exist, nor would the revolutionary 


iticel power itself which is organized according to the principle of 
democratic centralism, and nor would the democratic system of the broad 
masses of the people. Under such circumstances, tin «ovolutionary ideal 
of building a fine society in China for which countiess r ~iutionar: 
martyrs and the overwhelming majority of the masses of the people have 

tt ‘led would, too, become forever lost. By that time, a dark and 
reactionary old society will have preempted the land of China once again, 
and the broed masses of the people will likewise become cruelly subitected 
to the bloedy, tyrannical rule of a handful of swashbuckling fascist 


, 
@ ;emert ,* 


The reactionary essence of the fact that Lin Biao sought to propagate his 
fallacy “The leading group is the same as political power, the same as the 
state appr.atus” is that he wanted to overthrow our country's revolutionary 
political power and drag the Chinese society in the direction of retrogres- 
sion. Precisely under the sedition of his fallacy in this regard and with 
his support, a handful of counterrevolutionary ambitious characters and 
plotters thought their time had arrived and hence jumped out into the open 
to madiy engage in counterrevolutionary criminal activities. For years, 
they fanatically resorted to rabotaging our revolutionary legal system 

and our socialist democracy, ivpudently trampling our Constitution and our 
laws under their feet, impudently encroaching upon the democratic rights 
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and personal freedoms of the mass*; of the people and of all revolutionaries. 
Thev harmed whomsoever thev pleased and they harmed them in whatsoever manner 


they pleased. Thev killed whoms< r they pleased and they xilled them in 
whatsoever manner thev pleased. In doing so, thev vainly attempted to use 
the counterrevolutionaryv means of terror to change the character of our 

revolutionary political power, to usurp our revolutionary political power, 


and to carry out a counterrevolutionary coup. This small handful of 
counterrevolutionary ambitious characters and plotters has committed 
countless crimes; the broad masses of the people gust carry out a thorough 
liquidation against then. 


Iii. Is It True That, “Once They Have Power,” the Masses of the People 
"Will Actually Have Everything?” 


Lin Biao had always regarded political power «3 an instrument to obtain his 
selfish individual interests, and the hereditary suvreme power like that 

of feudal emperors and kings as the political goal he dreamed of. In order 
to change the character of our revolutionary political power and theveby 
realize his goal of being in the position of “commanding everything, 
deploying everything,” Lin Biao also maliciously sought to broadcast the 
idea that “Once they have political power, the proletariat and the laboring 
people will actually have everything,” and also that “Once the proletariat 
has seized power, a million rich men, 10 million rich men, or ever 100 
million rich men can all be brought down at once, and the proletariat will 
thus actually have everything.” This was not only a shameless deception 
and malicious slander of the broad masses of the people, but also mad 
sabotage against the socialist revolution itself. 





It is necessary to point out, first of all, that socialist revolutionaries 
wish only to deprive all oppressors and exploiters of their possessions 
and not to turn individual property as such into social property. On the 
contrary, it wishes to turn individual ownership into reality so as to 
enable everybody to have properties that would satisfy his material life 
and spiritual life. The approach is to turn means of production, the land 
end the capital which are used to enslave and destroy other people's 
freedom into the instruments of free people's common labor. 


It is all humbug and lies and it is pure malicious misinterpretation of 
socialist revolution on the part of Lin Biao to say that once they have 
political power and bring down the rich men, the masses of the people will 
actually have everything. There were three purposes with which Lin Biao 
proceeded to spread these lies: 1. the purpose of preventing further 
advancement of the socialist revolution after the broad masses of the people 
have gained control of political power, so as to cause the revolution to 
become short-lived; 2. the purpose of arousing people's fear and hatred 
toward socialist revolution so as to realize sabotage against the revolution; 
and 3. the purpose of anaesthetizing the broad masses of the people so 

as to usurp the supreme power of revolutionary political power by way of 
plots and tricks and thereby realize his ambition of “commanding everything, 


deploying everything." 
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What is “evertcthing™” to the masses of the people? The “evervthing™” of tin 
masses of the people is no other than their wish to carry the cause of 
socialist revolution through to the end, thoroughly eliminate oppression 
and enslavement, to enable everybody to lead a2 happy and good life, anc 

to help the oppressed people and all humanity achieve thorough liberation. 
When the broad masses of the people accede to political power, it is oniv 
the beginning of socialist revolution and not the end of revolution as a 
whele. Acceding to political power is but the first step of a 10,000-mile 
(li) long march. In order to help the broad masses of the people to 
really have evervthing, upon their accession to political power the broad 
masses of the people must immediately begin to carry forward socis list 
revolution and insist on carrving it through to the very end. Otherwise, 
not only would it be impossible for the broad masses of the people to gain 
everything, but it might be even possible for them to lose ail the revolu- 
tionary political power for which countless revolutfonaries have exchanged 
with their blood and their lives and, nay, for them to fal! anew under the 
oppression and enslavement of a handful of counterrevoiuttonary ambitious 
characters and plotters. 





Whether or not the broad masses of the people, having acceded to political 
power, can start to carry forward socialist revolution and carry it through 
to the very end is a very important question, This question is an extremely 
important one which concerns whether thé broad masses of the people can 
really have everything and whether they can achieve thorough liberation, 
This question is also one which concerns whether revolutionary political 
power can forever be kept in the hands of the broad masses of the people. 

If revolutionary political power can forever be kept in the hands of the 
broad masses of the people, then, without doubt socialist revolution can be 
carried through to the very end, Contrartwise, the character of revolution- 
ary political power is liable to undergo some change, counterrevolution is 
also liable to become restored, and ti. broad masses of tne people are 
equally liable to fall once more into the sorry state of poverty and misery, 
Therefore, it is imperative that the broad masses of the people firmly 

keep revolutionary political power forever in their own hands. 


Revolutionary political power is the political power that maintains and 
protects the interests of the broad masses of the people and the political 
power by which the broad masses of the people act as masters of their own 
house. In order to prevent revolutionary political power from ever changing 
its color, not even for tens of thousands of generations, and in order to 
help the masses of the people firmly keep revolutionary political power 
forever in their own hands, the masses of the people, after their access{fou 
to political power, must on the one hand smash all remnant old reactionary 
state apparatus and, on the other hand, abolish all reactionary old orders 
and establish and gradually perfect a revolutionary new legal svstem, fix 
the fight of the masses of the people to become masters of their own house 
and their democratic rights by the use of legal forms, thoroughly destroy 
all reactionary old orders and establish revolutionary new orders, They 
must protect the right of the masses of the people to become masters of 
their own house and their other democratic rights with such a revolutionary 
legal system so as to maintain and protect the interests of the broad masses 
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of the people. Our country’s revolutionary legal system fully protects the 
right of the masses of the people to Decome masters of their own house and 
their own democratic rights, maintains and protects the interests of the 
broad masses of the people, and hence effectively plays the revolutionary 
role of protecting the wasses of the people in their effort to keep 
revolutionary political power firmlw and forever in their own hands. Our 
Constitution clearly prescribes that all power belongs tc the masses of the 
people. It also clearly prescribes that everybody has the right to elect 
and to be elected. This is namely to fix the right of the masses of the 
people to become masters of their own house by the use of legal forms, and 
thus effectively protect the right of the masses of the people to really 
become masters of their own house. As for the other democrat‘- rights the 
Constitution also prescribes for the masses of the people, they likewise 
effectively protect the masses of the people in their effort to give full 
play to socialist democracy, to express the opinions and demands they have 
vis-a-vis the state, and to demonstrate the socialist activism they then- 
selves have in respect to revolution and construction. 


Revolutionary legal system assures that revolutionary political power can be 
firmly kept forever in the hands of the masses of the people and it also 
protects the right of the masses of the people to become masters of their 
own house. How are the masses of the peop)< going to exercise this right? 
Is it that only when everyone of the mases of the people directly handles 
the work of running the country could it be regarded as exercising their 
right to become masters of their ow house, as having really become masters 
of their own house, and as keeping revolutionary political power in their 
own hands? No. Because the work of running the country is not something 
everybody can do well. Even if everybody jumps in to handle the work of 
running the country directly, it does not mean that such work will be done 
well accordingly. In order to do a good job of running th country, the 
masses of the people must rely on revolutionary legal system, must exercise 
their right to act as masters of their own house so as to enable themselves 
to enjoy the practical right of selecting certain personnel who can tun the 
country well to serve in that role in their behalf, and to serve themselves. 
Only a legal system which guarantees this point can be called a revolutionary 
legal system. On this point, our Constitution has provided clear prescrip- 
tions. It has also provided explicit texts on how working personnel in the 
working organs at the various levels of the revolutionary political power 
must wholeheartedly devote themselves to the service of the people. In « 
political power of the oppressors are but certain bureaucratic overlords 
who seek to display their authority and to relish their pleasure while 
sitting on the hedds of the masses of the pecple, certain “Masters” of the 
masses of the people, while the masses of the people themselves become, 
instead, baseful slaves subject to their direction and command. In a 
revolutionary political power are certain service personnel of the masses 
of the people, certain public servants of the masses of the people, while 
the masses of the people really act as masters, This is also a fundamental 
difference between a political power of the oppressors and a revolutionary 
political power, After the masses of the people accede to political power, 








the masses of the people, in order to do well the work of rumning Che 
country, must rely on revolutionary legal system, fully exercise their 
right to act as masters of their own house, so as to make it possible for 
they themselves to actually enjov the right of selecting certain personnel 
who are capable of running the country well] to run the country in their 
behalf, to serve themselves. Therefore, while not everyone of the masses 
of the people can handle the job of running the country directly, yet, 
because the revolutionary legal system guarantees that the character of 
the revolutionary political power will not be changed on account of this, 
the revolutionary political power, as a result, remains the political power 
by which the masses of the people act as masters of their own house, the 
revolutionary political power is still kept in the hands of the masses of 
the people. 





How to make it possible for the masses of the people to rely on revoiution- 
ary legal system, to fully exercise their right to act as masters of their 
own house, and hence to actually enjoy the iigh) .. w lect personnel who 
can run the country well, to run the country in their behalf and to serve 
themselves, and to guarai.ee that the revolutionary political power can be 
firmly kept forever in their own hands? Here, it is necessary to insist 

on the principle of democratic centralism, What is democratic centralism? 
Democracy is to allow everybody to have the right of expressing his opinion 
freely; centralism is to have correct opinions centralized and then have 
things done according to those correct opinions, is is democratic 
centralisn, 


Democracy and centralism look as if they are contradictory to each other. 
But, between them, no insurmountable gap exists. Without democracy, there 
can be no centralism; and without centralism, there can be no democracy. 
Democracy and centralism are two contradictory aspects of a single unity, 
and these two contradictory aspects ere alsu pietiises cf the existence of 
that unity itself and each of them, meanwhile, also chang = in the direction 
of the other under certain conditions. This is namely the shared charac- 
teristic of both democracy and centralism. Our comrades should all make 
some good effort to learn dialectics (as is implicit here). 


There is no abstract democracy in this world, but only concrete democracy. 
The democracy of the revolutionary political power is socialist democracy. 
The democracy of the revolutionary political power is a complete socialist 
democracy which can be enjoyed by everyone. This democracy is a democracy 
completely different from the impaired and incomplete democracy of the 
political power of the oppressors. Without the complete democracy of the 
socialist type, there can be no socialist centralism of a high order. The 
democratic centralism of a revolutionary political power is this; on the 
one hand, power-wielding crgans at the various levels of the revolutionary 
political power must all be constituted by way of democratic elections 

on the part of the masses of the people; they are composed of representa- 
tives directly or indirectly elected by the masses of the people and they 
can be replaced at any time; this is the democratic system of a revolutionary 
political power. On the other hand, only power-wielding organs at the 
various levels of the revolutionary political power can make decisions on 
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all important matters concerning the political life of the state. Also, 
ence such decisions are made, administrative organs at the various levels 
must all firmly carry them out, This is the centralism of a revolutionary 
political power. A combination of the democratic system of the revolu- 
tionary political power and the centralism of the revolutionary political 
power becomes the democratic centralism of this same revolutionary political 


power. 


The system of people's congresses is the organizational form of our country's 
revolutionary political power. It is the most suitable political system by 
which the broad masses of the people in our country exercise their right 

to become masters of their own house, This system of people's congresses 
facilitates the combination of complete democracy with a high degree of 
centralism, Concerning this system of people's congresses, our Constitution 
has provided the following prescription; On the one hand, the election of 
people's congresses at the various levels should be carried out by the 
electors directly or indirectly by way of secret ballot through a process 
of democratic consultation, The original electing unit and electors have 
right to supervise and replace the delegates they have elected at any time 
according to pertinent provisions of the law. On the other hand, all 
important questions of the state must be discussed and decided on by 
people's congresses; members of the state's executive organs and presidents 
of people's courts at corresponding levels are all determined by them and 
subject to recall by them, This indicates that people's congresses are the 
organs that truly represent the broad masses of the people in exercising 
the power of the state, Through such a system of people's congresses, the 
people not only can fully exercise their right to become masters of their 
own house, but also enable the masses of the people themselves to directly 
participate in the various work of running the country. Because the system 
of people's congresses makes it possible for the masses of the people to 
exercise their right to act as masters of their own house by relying on a 
revolutionary legal system--the electoral right to select certain persons 
capable of maintaining and protecting their interests for them to run the 
country in their behalf, and also to replace these persons at any time 
according to pertinent provisions of the law, this system of people's 
congresses therefore also enables the masses of the people to keep 
revolutionary political power firmly and forever in the hands of the masses 
of the people themselves. 





Our Constitution prescribes that the National People's Congress, people's 
congresses at the various local levels and other state organs all practice 
democratic centralism. In my own personal understanding, this provision 

is basically concerned with the organizational principle for the state organs. 
That is to say, on the one hand, members of the state organs at the various 
levels must include people representing various different opinions, and, on 
the other hand, only those representing correct opinions among these people 
are allowed to serve as leaders or responsible officials at state organs of 
the various levels. Only by insisting on compliance by state organs at the 
various levels with the organizational principle of democratic centralismn 
will it be possible to keep state organs at the various levels in our 
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country from committing errors or at least from committing too many errors 
and also to make sure that this principle plays the revolutionary role like 
it should. 


The working personnel in the state organs at the various levels, who, 
insofar as our country is concerned, are namely delegates elected to the 
people's congresses and working personnel at other state organs, are 
entrusted by the masses of the people to run the country for then. 
Therefore, they must wholeheartedly seek to realize the interests of the 
masses of the people, obey the revolutionary legal system in an exemplary 
manner, constantly maintain close contact with the masses of the people, 
rely on the masses of the people, listen to the appeals and voices of the 
masses of the people, genuinely maintain and protect the democratic rights 
of the masses of the people, work diligently, and wholeheartedly serv” the 
masses of the people, If they do not seek to realize the interests of the 
masses of the people, do not care about the -wff-~ of the masse: of 

the people, do not maintain and protect the democratic rights of th: masses 
of the people, feel nothing when the democratic rights of the masses of 

the people are encroached upon, do not show a responsible attitude at their 
work, fill theic stomachs all day but think of nothing useful, or even: 
violate the revolutionary legal system, encroach upon the democrafic ri;hts 
of the masses of the peopte themselves, deceive those above and hoodwink 
those below, substitute the false for the real, turn the power entrusted 

to them by the people into an instrument for securing their individual 
selfish benefits, renege on the revolution, sit on the heads of the masses 
of the people and oppress and enslave the masses of the people, and 
suppress the broad masses of the people; the masses of the people would 
then be entitled to fully make use of the weapon of socialist democracy, 
rely on the revolutionary legal system, exercise their right to act as 
masters of their own house, and proceed to evnecse thom and, according 

to pertinent provisions of the law, replace or punish the~ if any time, 

In respect to any working personnel at working organs of the various levels 
under the revolutionary political power who have violated the law or Who 
have been derelict of their duties, the masses‘of the people shall have 

the right to put forth accusations before the working organs at those 
levels under the revolutionary political power, When their own democratic 
rights are found to have been encroached upon, the masses of the people 
likewise have the right to submit petitions to the working organs at those 
levels under the revolutionary political power, After receiving such oral 
or written accusations and petitions from the masses of the people, the 
working organs at the various levels under the revolutionary political power 
must immediately provide them with pertinent answers and proceed to dispose 
them in good time. Those who seek to suppress or to attack and retaliate 
against such accusations and petitions must be severely punished according 
to the law. 


So long as they firmly maintain and protect the revolutionary legal system, 
insist on the principle of democratic centralism of the revolutionary 
political power, and give full play to socialist democracy, it will be 
definitely possible for the broad masses of the people to firmly and 
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forever keep revolutionary political power in their own hands and the broad 
masses of the people will also be able to carry the cause of socialist 
revolution through to the very end and, thus, the broad.masses of the 
people will also really have everything in the end. If, after listening 

to Lin Biao's beguiling humbug, the masses of the people, upon accession 

to political power, should abandon the revolutionary legal system, fail to 
insist on the principle of democratic centralism as advocated by the 
revolutionary political power, and discard socialist democracy, it would 

be impossible for them to keep revolutionary political power in the hands 
of the broad masses of the people themselves forever, nor can socialist 
revolution be carried through to the end, Under such circumstances, fot 
only would the broad masses of the people be unable to have everything, 

but they might even lose the political power to which they have already 
acceded and thereby once again fall victim to the oppression and enslave- 
ment of a handful of counterrevolutionary ambitious characters and plotters 
who thus might corre: »r.ingly succeed in usurping their revolutionary 
political power. 


Under the signboard of “once they have power" the masses of the people “will 
actually have everything,” Lin Biao was able to perpetrate his bloody, 
tyrannical fascist dictatorship against the broad masses of the people, 

The masses of the people must forever remember this serious lesson, If 

we can steadfastly remember this serious lesson and make it impossible for 
a similar incident to recur, and if we can thoroughly criticize the 
fallacies Lin Biao propagated on the question of political power and also 
eliminate their remnant poison and eradicate their influence, then it would 
be possible for us to achieve this goal of replacing disorder with order, 
and it would be possible for us to build our country into a modern powerful 
socialist country in the shortest possible period of time. At the same 
time, it would also be possible to have the material life and spiritual 
life of the whole people of our country uplifted year after year. 


Although they have political power, it does not follow that the masses 

of the people will automatically have everything. Revolutionary political 
power + revolutionary legal system + democratic centralism of the 
revolutionary political power + socialist democracy + “everything” the 
masses of the people have: This is our conclusion. 


First draft, early 1972 
(Present text), 1978, Beijing 
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